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WANGANUI  HIGH  SCHOOL  

Kia Ora – Greetings from the Principal

Welcome to Wanganui High School.  We are immensely proud of our school and we want to share the exciting things we do here with you.  We believe that Wanganui High School provides the very best opportunities for the young people of Wanganui to learn, develop and grow. We encourage you to choose Wanganui High School for secondary education that is tailored to meet the individual needs of all students.

This is an excellent school with a proud achievement record.  It provides a safe, positive and supportive environment where students can reach their academic, sporting, and cultural potential.

We are a school that:

· Provides a great many opportunities for students to experience a rich and balanced programme focussed on achievement

· Supports and challenges students to have high expectations for their own performance

· Upholds traditional values and maintains high standards of student behaviour

· Reflects on what it does and is constantly seeking to improve things for it’s students

· Prepares students for the next step in their lives, the world of further study and the world of work.

We hope that the Open Day answers all of your questions.  Please ask any of the students you meet, or the staff, if you would like to know more or if you have specific queries.  Also take the time to read the Education Review Office Summary Report which is in your information pack.  This gives an independent view of the quality of our school and the education it offers.

Thank you for attending our Open Day, we value your interest.

Best wishes

Nigel Hanton

PRINCIPAL

Your Questions Answered

What is the process for entry into Wanganui High School? 
1
All applications must be received by 3.30pm, Friday, 2nd July 2010
2
Application forms are in each Enrolment Information Pack.  Packs have been distributed to all contributing schools and are also available from the Wanganui High School Office, the school website, the Students Centre, or in the Hall on Open Day
Why is Wanganui High School required to restrict the numbers of entrants?

Because the Board of Trustees is determined that the school's facilities will not be over-crowded and that class sizes will not be allowed to rise, the Ministry of Education has indicated that the school needs an enrolment scheme which restricts the number of students that can be accepted. Currently the average class size for Year 9 students is 28 students.   NOTE: No other school in Wanganui is required to have an enrolment scheme nor are they required to have a home zone.

What are the advantages of being part of a large school?


Students at Wanganui High School enjoy being part of the school - be they from either Intermediate, St Georges or the smallest country schools - all enjoy the success they find at Wanganui High School.


Perhaps because students tend to view any school from the perspective of their own particular group of friends or form class, it does not seem to matter to them whether the school is small or large. Indeed, the increased opportunities offered by a larger school often means that there is something for everyone and 'someone like you', regardless of your particular interests, hobbies or outlook.


Students at Wanganui High School not only get the advantage of having access to facilities which are of the highest standard, but can also take advantage of a broad curriculum with classes in a wide variety of subjects taught by Wanganui High School staff right through to Year 13 (Form 7).  Please read the Year 9 Options Booklet provided in this pack, which includes a list of all subjects offered at Wanganui High School. 

By being able to add resources in terms of extra Deans, the school has been organised into form levels that have their own specialist support services.  

How big are the classes?

Classes range in size between 18 and 29. The average class size is 27. 
Using funds generated by the school, the Board has employed teachers in addition to those normally provided by the Ministry of Education. This has enabled the school to adopt a deliberate policy of providing extra teachers for our Junior Core Classes.   

What support is there for my child?


Wanganui High School offers a very comprehensive guidance structure, aimed at following through on the needs of each student.  In Year 9 for example, the students are provided with an intensive orientation programme, involving senior students, Form teachers, Deans and support staff.  The Form teachers work as a team, supported by two Deans, a team of Guidance Counsellors and a Senior Leadership team member.

GUIDANCE  NETWORK
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How does the subject structure work?
Students in Year 9 study English, Mathematics, Physical Education & Health, Science, and Social Studies all year.  In addition, they have two option subjects per semester. This means that at anyone time each student is doing seven subjects.  Each student gets a semester of Technology which includes Computing, Food, Hard and Soft Materials. The other subjects can come from either the Arts or Languages learning areas.
The choices  include:


	Arts
	Languages

	Art
Dance 

Drama

Music 


	Chinese

French

European Studies Japanese

Spanish

Te Reo Maori


Is Wanganui High School able to provide the academic grounding which will lead my child on to tertiary education?
Academic success and qualifications are the main focus for students and staff at Wanganui High School. Our results in examinations show that not only did our students do well, but very well when compared with other schools.

What about academic achievements?
Information is provided about our academic achievements as well as other areas of school performance in your open day pack. Please feel free to ask if you have any questions regarding this.

Tell me about cultural activities at Wanganui High School?
WHS is delighted that so many students take part in and benefit from the wide range of cultural opportunities on offer. 

Art: The Visual Art Department is a large multi-room facility which offers a comprehensive range of courses for Years 9-13.   The department has excellent Design and Photography facilities for senior students and is currently introducing Printmaking into their programme.   On entering Year 9, students are taught a range of process skills which make possible a transition into the senior school.

Music:  Music continues to be a popular choice with students from Year 9 – Year 13.   From Year 11 we offer Unit Standards which are largely practical-based and Achievement Standards, which provide learning in all aspects of Music – theory, composition, musical knowledge and performance. The Music Department offers individual tuition in voice, keyboards, guitar, woodwind, brass and strings. We also arrange workshops by professional musicians for students, where possible.
Drama:  Drama is hugely popular with all student levels and continues to achieve success, both academically with NCEA results and through the wealth of extra-curricular events which include trips to professional theatre productions. Classes involve many performance opportunities and students are able to develop individual skills as they work from Years 9 – 13.   

Dance:  Dance is a rapidly growing subject, which caters for a wide range of abilities, from beginners through to advanced. Dance offers NCEA Achievement Standards and courses are offered for all levels Year 9 - 13.  The classes are practical based focussing in particular on performance and group work skills. A wide range of dance styles is taught in our dance facility. 

Kapahaka:   Kapahaka plays a vital role in the culture of our school.  We have three separate groups to suit individual need and commitment.  Our Performance Group has performed creditably in both local and regional events and holds pride of place during the School’s formal occasions. Kapahaka can also be studied under Māori Performing Arts, which is now offered as a stand-alone subject in Years 11 – 13 


Kua nga hau nei te ropū kapahaka i roto ngā whakataetae huri noa te motu, te rohe hoki, ā, ka tū rangatira i roto, ngā kaupapa nui o te kura.

Extra Curricular Opportunities include: 
· StageChallenge (winners of Regional Competition in 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008, placed second Nationally in 2009, National Competition winners in 2004 )
· Orchestra





· Choir (performed at Sydney Opera House in July 2008)
· Jazz Group




· Pasifika
· Chamber Music Contest (winners 2007, two groups Highly Commended 2008)
· Rockquest (regional winners 2009)
· School productions (Junior production in 2010, major production in 2011) 

· Performing Arts Concerts

Tell me about Sports at Wanganui High School?
A major input in terms of sporting facilities, equipment and coaching has been undertaken during the past year.  The school has a Director of Sport, a Sports Administrator and a Sports Assistant, together with Netball, Rowing and Rugby Co-ordinators. There are sixteen full-time Physical Education staff, with a full range of Physical Education programmes being offered through to Year 13.   The main aim of our Sports Department is to increase lunchtime Sport in line with the SPARC Driving Kiwisport funding.  A high number of our students participate in school related sports. We offer close to 30 different sports.
Extra Curricular Opportunities include: 

Rowing:  Wanganui High School has a large squad of rowers, who row out of the Aramoho-Wanganui Rowing Club. They attend many meets including the North Island and NZ Championships.

Athletics:  WHS entered a large group of athletes in the New Zealand Secondary Schools' Championships in Timaru in the 2009 season. We won two medals. Sixteen athletes were selected for the North Island Championships in Wellington and returned with 4 medals. The 2010 New Zealand Championships are six months away in Hastings.  

Swimming:  Large numbers of students competed in the Wanganui Secondary School Championships and we sent swimmers to the North Island Championships. 

Cricket:   Both Girls' and Boys' Cricket is available for Juniors and Seniors with 4 teams in the Saturday competition. The 1st XI plays in the Premier League Section of the Senior League.   We have 4 Saturday and 3 Wednesday teams.
Cross Country: Large numbers of students competed at the Wanganui Secondary Schools' Championships at Wanganui Collegiate. WHS won the Year 9 boys U16 team races in the 3 to score and were 2nd in the other team events. WHS is sending a team of athletes to the NZSS championships in Kapiti June 2010.




Football WHS has 3 teams playing in 2 different competitions. The 1st XI take part in the NZSS competition and are currently ranked 30th in the country. All other football is currently run through the clubs.
Rugby:  WHS has 7 boys teams who play in the Wanganui Competition and we play regular inter-school fixtures. The 1st XV competes in the Hurricanes Co-ed competition. Many of our players go on to represent Wanganui at Rep. Level. We have 2 teams in a new U65kg Rugby zone.
Netball:  19 teams are entered in the local Saturday competition. WHS has 3 teams in the Premier Secondary Schools' Competition. Our Senior A1 team is the top seed in the local Premier league. 
Other sports where WHS are competing regularly include; Triathlon, Golf, Hockey, Volleyball, Basketball, Badminton, Cycling, Small-bore Rifle, Equestrian, Touch, Indoor Bowls, Squash, Aerobics and Canoe Polo.
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