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Greetings,
This subject information booklet provides a brief outline about courses offered for Year 9 students.  Please speak with staff if you require specific information.  

The traditional division of subjects into core and optional is retained for the ease of understanding of parents who are generally comfortable with these terms.  

The school believes that students in Year 9 should be exposed to a wide range of subjects and that this is the best way for them to judge which subjects they should concentrate on in later years.  All students in Year 9 must study the following compulsory subjects during the year.

English 




Physical Education & Health

      Technology 


   
Science        

Mathematics                                       Social Studies      

(
In addition, students will select a number of optional subjects.  These are studied for approximately 13 weeks (1 semester) each during the year.

(  
Languages can be continued for two semesters or, in the case of Te Reo Maori, three semesters (full year).


Wanganui High School is an excellent school, providing a safe and pleasant environment in which students can reach their academic, sporting and cultural potential.  The various paths available to students at Wanganui High School are made possible by the wide range of subjects offered through the school (see Subject Pathways Sheet).  

Your support for your son or daughter and Wanganui High School is highly valued.  Thank you.

Nigel Hanton
PRINCIPAL
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Please Note

•
In negotiation with the school, additional English and Mathematics support can be arranged.

•
Music - Instrumental Tuition is available. See information on Page 14.

•
Each option is taught in blocks of time called semesters.  These are approximately 13 weeks long.
English

LEVEL:
Year 9
Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: 
Full year

PURPOSE: 
* To explore, understand, use and respond to oral, written and visual language effectively.


*
To develop critical thinking and information processing skills.

CONTENT: 
Students learn to use and respond to English language and literature through personal reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing and presenting.  This occurs both individually and in group situations.  Texts include novels, non-fiction books, short stories, film and drama.

ASSESSMENT: 
Regular, formative in-class assessment.


Common tasks/tests and end-of-year exam.

FACULTY LEADER: 
 Mrs V Kasner


Physical Education & Health 

LEVEL:
Year 9
Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: 
Full year

PURPOSE: 
To develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes needed to:


*  
Enhance personal health and development.


*
Encourage positive attitudes towards physical activity.


*
Enhance interactions and relationships with other people.


*
Participate in creating a healthy community and environment.

CONTENT: 
Students will:


*
Experience a variety of challenging and rewarding physical activities.


*
Explore and develop a range of motor skills and techniques.


*
Learn about themselves and how to work with others.


*
Study issues and develop skills which enhance their awareness of health and well-being.


Students will have 4 periods of practical Physical Education, 3 periods of Health.
ASSESSMENT: 
A variety of practical skills assessment, worksheets, projects, assignments, fitness tests, self and peer assessments.

FACULTY LEADER: 
Mr J Collinson 

Technology – Food and Materials

LEVEL: Year 9

Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: One Semester


PURPOSE: 
To give an introduction to technology skills, which allows students to express design ideas in practical terms.


CONTENT: 
In Food, students cover Hazard identification, Food Safety, Nutrition and Recipe Development for healthy eating. They will have weekly practical lessons where theory is put into practice.

In Materials, students are engaged in practical activities. They are taught safe workshop practice and the use of different equipment. The main project is to design a set of glass coasters for their own home.

ASSESSMENT: 
Regular, formative in-class assessment. Book and practical work.
FACULTY LEADER:       Mr C Adam

Technology – Computing and Design

LEVEL: Year 9

Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: One Semester


PURPOSE: 
To develop students’ awareness of technology in their society and provide an opportunity for them to develop innovative design solutions.

CONTENT: 
In Design, students will experience a range of activities that will introduce design language and the design process. They will work in groups and individually to produce creative solutions to given issues.

In Computing, students will be introduced to file management techniques as it applies to WHS resources, computer safety issues and internet research skills. They will complete a range of activities which use a wide range of computer software.
ASSESSMENT: 
Regular, formative in-class assessment and assignment work.
FACULTY LEADER:       Mr C Adam

Science

LEVEL:
Year 9
Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: 
Full year

PURPOSE: 
To develop skills that enable students to generate and test ideas, and observe, investigate and model in order to develop scientific knowledge, understanding and explanation.
CONTENT: 
A hands-on course that encourages students to investigate and learn about the following areas:


-  Skills in Science


-  Waves (energy, light and sound)

-  Particles and the Atom

-  Communities

-  Planet Earth




Students will also be given chances to participate in the following:


-  Australian Science Competition


-  New Zealand based Science competitions
ASSESSMENT: 
Standards based assessment, which includes start of year pre-tests and end of year exam.

TEACHERS IN CHARGE:   Mrs K Eggers, Mrs A Lal 

FACULTY LEADER:
    Mr M Standley


Mathematics

LEVEL:
Year 9
Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: 
Full year

PURPOSE: 
To explore relationships in quantities, space, and data and learn to express these relationships in ways that help them to make sense of the world around them.

CONTENT: 
Consolidate and enhance their understanding of number, geometry and measurement.  Introduce and extend problem solving, algebra and statistics.
ASSESSMENT: 
Common topic tests on content and process.  End of year exam.


Numeracy testing to monitor student’s number skills.
FACULTY LEADER: 
Mr C Burgess

Social Studies

LEVEL:
Year 9
Compulsory Subject
DURATION OF THE COURSE: 
Full year

PURPOSE: 
Students explore how societies work and how they can participate and take action as critical, informed and responsible citizens.

CONTENT: 
Students will develop an understanding of the unique nature of Aotearoa, New Zealand's bi-cultural heritage and multi-cultural society.  They will examine how people live in diverse cultures and countries, times and places.  Students will develop a variety of social inquiry skills and techniques for information collecting and processing, interpretation and presentation.

ASSESSMENT: 
Regular formative and summative in-class assessment.  Common assessment tasks.  End-of-year exam.

FACULTY LEADER:       Mr D Ireton


Optional Subjects

Art

LEVEL: 
Year 9

Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:
One Semester


PURPOSE:
To enable students to learn to make artworks and to develop an understanding of Art.  Emphasis is on the Art of New Zealand and the European influence.

CONTENT:
Sources of motivation for making artworks arising from: 


1    Different levels of experience. 


2    Technical knowledge about materials and equipment. 

  
3    Knowledge about appropriate ways of working.

4    Knowledge about form, processes, media, and culture. 

ASSESSMENT:
Achievement Based.

FACULTY LEADER:
Mr G Hall  

Drama

LEVEL: 
Year 9

Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:
One Semester

PURPOSE:
To develop the skills, knowledge and confidence associated with creating and performing work.  Drama is offered as a subject at all levels in the school.  Students can work towards national qualifications such as achievement standards.

CONTENT:
In Year 9 we focus on extending personal skills such as communication, self-confidence, listening and co-operation.  Students work in groups and are introduced to a number of theatre forms such as mime and improvisation.  Alongside the practical work, students maintain a drama portfolio in which they evaluate their work and identify future targets.

ASSESSMENT:
Process – rehearsal work and written portfolio.


Practical - performance-based. 
TEACHER IN CHARGE:
 Mrs C Richardson


Music

LEVEL: 
Year 9
Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:
One Semester

PURPOSE:
To develop practical knowledge, ideas and communication in music
CONTENT:
Students will learn keyboard and guitar in class. Students will be introduced to a variety of orchestral instruments, and create simple music in groups which they will perform and evaluate. 


Students are strongly encouraged to take instrumental music lessons either privately or through the school's itinerant teachers' system.   Students must learn an instrument if they wish to pursue Music at a higher level.

ASSESSMENT:
Unit tests.

TEACHER IN CHARGE:
 Mrs S Murray 
Dance

LEVEL: 
Year 9

Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:
One Semester

PURPOSE:
To develop a basic understanding of dance along with the skills and confidence associated with performance.

CONTENT:
An introduction into various dance forms such as social dance, popular dance and contemporary dance.  This leads to a performance involving group choreography, costuming and props.  An emphasis is placed on extending personal skills such as group work and leadership ability.

ASSESSMENT:
Practical - performance based.  Written - personal evaluation (diary)

TEACHER IN CHARGE:
  Miss N Pond


Graphics 

LEVEL: 
Year 9

Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:
One Semester

PURPOSE:
To develop the ability to communicate ideas and information through the medium of drawing.

CONTENT:
Basic skills and knowledge of instrumental and freehand drawing.  Use and application of colour and the design process. 

ASSESSMENT:
Based on assignment work.

FACULTY LEADER:
Mr C Adam 


Year 9 Language Options

Students who enrol at Wanganui High School are asked to select two options from the Languages Learning Area.   Students may choose two different languages, eg. French and Japanese.
We have a flexible approach where Languages are concerned and offer students the opportunity to revisit their choices during Year 9.   Students who are enjoying and achieving success in their Language option are encouraged to continue with that subject at the Extension level, later in the year.

Students who are considering continuing with their Language option into Year 10 or beyond are generally expected to select the Extension option in Year 9.

French

LEVEL: 
Year 9
Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:           


This Introduction to French course lasts one semester (approximately 13 weeks).   An Extension semester is offered in the final block of the Year 9 Option Programme and is generally required for students wishing to continue their French studies at Year 10 level.

PURPOSE:
Students are given an introduction to the French language and culture.   Students will learn how to talk in French about themselves, their family and aspects of their daily life.

CONTENT:
Topics include:




Greetings




Numbers




Days of the week, months, dates
     




Family, pets, hobbies and leisure activities    



Classroom language, countries and maps, festivals

ASSESSMENT:
Regular assessment of the four key skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.

FACULTY LEADER:  
Ms M Wilkie

Chinese

LEVEL: 
Year 9

Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:


 
This Introduction to Chinese course lasts one semester (approx. 13 weeks).   An Extension semester is offered in the final block of the Year 9 Option Programme and is generally required for students wishing to continue their Chinese studies at Year 10 level.

PURPOSE:
Students are given an introduction to the Chinese language and culture.   Students will learn how to talk in Chinese about themselves, their family and aspects of their daily life.

CONTENT:
Topics include:



Greetings


Numbers
 


Days of the week, months, dates



Family, pets, hobbies and leisure activities


School and classroom language



Countries and maps, festivals 



Students also learn how to form Chinese characters (calligraphy) and 


Chinese sentence construction.

ASSESSMENT:
Regular assessment of the four key skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.

FACULTY LEADER:
Ms M Wilkie

Japanese

LEVEL:                  Year 9

  Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:   This Introduction to Japanese course lasts one semester (approx.13  weeks).   An Extension semester is offered in the final block of the Year 9 Option Programme and is generally required for students wishing to continue their Japanese studies at Year 10 level.

PURPOSE:

Students are introduced to Japanese language, life and culture.  Students will learn how to talk in Japanese about themselves, their family and aspects of their daily life.   Students will also gain a basic understanding of the structure of the language.

CONTENT:

Topics include:




Greetings 





Numbers





Days of the week, months, and dates




Nationalities



School subjects and school life



Hobbies



Sentence construction



Likes and dislikes



Hiragana, Origami, geography and maps

ASSESSMENT:

Regular assessment plays of the four key skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.

FACULTY LEADER:   
Ms M Wilkie

Te Reo Māori  

LEVEL: 
Year 9 / Beginners

Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE:      One semester or full year.

PURPOSE:
To encourage students to share in New Zealand's Maori heritage, arts and crafts.  The course will enable them to:


- 
begin to develop competence in oral and written Maori.


- 
begin to gain a deeper understanding of, and respect for, Te Reo



Māori me ona tikanga.

CONTENT:
The Year 9 Te Reo Māori programme has been devised for second language learners and is an introduction to learning Te Reo Māori.   However, if students are proficient in Te Reo, they will have the option to study NCEA Level 1.   Students will cover a range of basic language activities for everyday life and some customary tikanga.


Students can select to study Te Reo Māori for a single semester, two semesters or the full year.

ASSESSMENT:
Formal and informal, focuses on the student's achievements. Listening, speaking, reading and writing are assessed.

FACULTY LEADER:
Miss M Haira

Spanish

LEVEL: 
Year 9
Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE: 


This Introduction to Spanish course lasts one semester (approx 13 weeks).   An Extension semester is offered in the final block of the Year 9 Option Programme and is generally required for students wishing to continue their Spanish studies at Year 10 level.

PURPOSE:
Students are given an introduction to the Spanish language and culture.   Students will learn how to talk in Spanish about themselves, their family and aspects of their daily life.

CONTENT:
Topics include:




Greetings




Numbers




Days of the week, months, dates
     




Family, Pets, Hobbies and Leisure Activities



School and Classroom Language



Countries and Maps, Festivals

ASSESSMENT:
Regular assessment of the four key skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.
FACULTY LEADER:   
Ms M Wilkie

European Studies

LEVEL: 
Year 9
Option Subject

DURATION OF THE COURSE: 


This introduction to European cultures and languages lasts one semester (approx 13 weeks). It is intended for students who do not wish to pursue formal language studies beyond Year 9.

PURPOSE:
Students are given an introduction to the main cultures of Europe (France, Spain, Germany and Italy). The emphasis is on building awareness of global diversity and other cultures, and developing cross-curricular skills such as literacy, team work, and research and presentation skills. There will be a small element of language learning, incorporating basic greeting and introductions.

CONTENT:
Topics include:




Famous people and places



Family customs and traditions



Food



Sports



Festivals, music and art



Politics and war



Cars and technology

ASSESSMENT:
A range of practical and written tests and projects
FACULTY LEADER:        Ms M Wilkie
Literacy


LEVEL:
Year 9

Option Subject

DURATION OF COURSE:
One Semester

PURPOSE:
To develop the skills needed to read and understand a variety of texts. Students will use a range of strategies to aid their understanding of what they read.                


CONTENT:
Guided silent reading which uses prior knowledge, predicting, decoding


words, skim reading, summarising, headings and structure to lift literacy skills.


Music Tuition

LEVEL:                       N/A

Extra Tuition
DURATION OF COURSE:
Musical tuition is available upon request to students 


throughout the year.  It will require 
students to come out of normal classes for 20-30 minutes per week.

PURPOSE:
To enable students to develop performance skills on the musical


instrument of their choice.

CONTENT:
Instruments:


Woodwind:               Flute, clarinet, saxophone


Strings:
 Violin, viola, cello, double bass


Piano/Keyboard

Brass:
 Trumpet, cornet, French horn, trombone, tuba,



 Tenor horn


Electric Guitar
 Lead and bass


Drums


(Note:  In any given year, some instruments are limited by student numbers and the availability of tutors.)


Voice Tuition is also available.

COST:
$60.00 per year ($15 per term) for lesson.   The school provides information on instrumental hire and purchase early in the year.

ASSESSMENT:
Ongoing assessment by tutor.  External music exams may be taken by some students.

TEACHER IN CHARGE:
 Mrs S Murray

Subject Pathways – 2011
Students are advised to study this pathway chart carefully and plan their course accordingly.
Students must make sure that their Year 13 Leaving Qualification enables them to meet the requirements of their chosen Tertiary Provider.

	Learning

Area
	Subject
	Entry

(Year 9)
	Pre-

NCEA

(Year 10)
	NCEA 1

(Year 11)
	NCEA 2

(Year 12)
	NCEA 3

(Year 13)

	Arts

Nga Toi
	Art
	ARTE
	ART0
	ART1
	ART2
	ARP3

	
	Art Design
	
	
	
	ARD2
	ARD3

	
	Art History
	
	
	
	ARH2
	ARH3

	
	Photography
	
	
	
	PHO2
	PHO3

	
	Print Making
	
	
	
	APR2
	APR3

	
	Dance
	DANE
	DAN0
	DAN1
	DAN2
	DAN3

	
	Drama
	DRAE
	DRA0
	DRA1
	DRA2
	DRA3

	
	Performing Arts
	
	
	
	
	PAA3

	
	Māori Performing Arts
	
	
	MPA1
	MPA2
	MPA3

	
	Music
	MUSE
	MUS0
	MUS1
	MUS2
	MUS3

	
	Music Performance
	
	
	
	
	MUP3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Languages

Te Korero me Nga Reo
	English (Foundation)
	ENFE
	ENF0
	ENI1
	ENU2
	ENU3

	
	English (Mid)
	ENGE
	ENG0
	ENG1
	ENA2
	ENL3 ENG3

	
	English (Extension)
	ENEE
	ENE0
	ENE1
	ENE2
	ENL3 ENG3

	
	English General
	
	
	
	
	ENG3

	
	English Literature
	
	
	
	
	ENL3

	
	Classical Studies
	
	
	
	CLS2
	CLS3

	
	English Com ESOL
	
	
	IEC1
	IEC2
	

	
	English Intl.ESOL
	IENE
	IEN0
	IENI1
	IEN2
	IEN3

	
	Chinese
	CHNE
	CHN0
	CHN1
	CHN2
	CHN3

	
	French
	FR1E
	FR10
	FRE1
	FRE2
	FRE3

	
	Japanese
	JP1E
	JP10
	JAP1
	JAP2
	JAP3

	
	Spanish
	SP1E
	SP10
	SPA1
	SPA2
	SPA3

	
	Te Reo Māori
	MO1E
	MO10
	MAO1
	MAO2 
	MAO3

	
	Te Reo Rangatira
	TRRE
	TRR0
	TRR1
	TRR2
	TRR3

	
	European Studies
	EURE
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mathematics

Pangarau
	Maths (Foundation)
	MAFE
	MAF0
	MAI1
	MAU2
	MAU3

	
	Maths (Mid)
	MATE
	MAT0
	MAG1
	MAA2
	

	
	Maths (Extension)
	MAEE
	MAE0
	MAE1
	MAE2 
	

	
	Maths Extra
	
	
	
	MAX2
	

	
	Maths - Calculus
	
	
	
	
	MGC3, MTA3

	
	Maths - Statistics
	
	
	
	
	MPS3 , MTA3

	
	Maths (Single)
	
	
	
	
	MGC3, MPS3 MTA3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical

Education &

Health

Hauora
	PE / Sports Science
	PEHE
	PEH0, PEX0
	PED1
	PED2
	PED3

	
	Sport & Recreation
	
	
	
	SPR2
	SPR3

 SPS3

	
	Outdoor Education
	
	
	
	OUT2
	OUT3

	
	Sports Academy
	
	
	
	SPE2
	

	
	Conservation NZ
	
	
	
	CNZ2
	

	
	Personal & Social

Development
	
	
	PSD1
	PSD2
	PSD3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sciences

Putaiao
	Science (Foundation)
	SCFE
	SCF0
	SCI1
	
	

	
	Science
	SCIE
	SC10
	SCG1 
	
	

	
	Science (Extension)
	SCEE
	SCE0
	SCE1
	
	

	
	Science (Extra)
	
	
	SCX1
	SCX2
	SCX3

	
	Biology
	
	
	
	BIO2
	BIO3

	
	Chemistry
	
	
	
	CHE2
	CHE3

	
	Electronics
	
	
	
	ELE2
	ELE3

	
	Physics
	
	
	
	PHY2
	PHY3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social

Sciences

Tikanga-a-iwi
	Social Studies (Foundation)
	SOFE
	SOF0
	
	
	

	
	Social Studies
	SOCE
	SOC0
	SOC1
	SOC2
	SOC3

	
	Social Studies (Extension)
	SOEE
	SOE0
	
	
	

	
	Accounting
	
	
	ACC1
	ACC2
	ACC3

	
	Education for Sustainability
	
	
	
	EFS2
	EFS3

	
	Economics
	
	
	ECO1
	ECO2
	ECO3

	
	Geography
	
	
	GEO1
	GEO2
	GEO3

	
	History
	
	
	HIS1
	HIS2
	HSE3

HIS3

	
	Psychology
	
	
	
	PSY2
	PSY3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology

Hangarau
	Computing Practical
	
	
	COP1
	
	CBU3
CWB3

	
	Computer Studies
	
	
	
	COM2
	CSC3

	
	Computer Information
	TCDE
	CIT0
	CIM1
	CIM2
	CIM3

	
	Graphics
	GRAE
	GRA0
	GRA1
	GRA2
	GRA3

	
	Food and Nutrition (US)
	TFME
	HEF0
	FN11
	FNU2
	FNU3

	
	Food and Nutrition (AS)
	
	
	FNG1
	FNA2
	FNA3

	
	Tech. Textiles & Design
	
	TCS0
	TTD1
	TTD2
	TTD3

	
	Tech. Engineering (US)
	TCDE

TFME
	TCM0

TEC0
	TCE1
	TCE2
	TCE3

	
	Technology (AS)
	
	
	TEC1
	TEC2
	TEC3

	
	Fine Furniture
	
	
	
	FIN2
	FIN3

	
	Automotive Engineering
	
	
	AUT1
	AUT2
	AUT3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Others

Era Atu Kaupapa
	Career Development/ Gateway/Trade Options
	
	
	CD11
	CD12
	CD13

	
	Career Development

English, Maths, Food Technology
	
	
	
	CEM2

CME2

FCD2

CEC2
	CME3 

CEC3

	
	Open Polytechnic
	
	
	
	
	OPY3

	
	University Study
	
	
	
	
	UNI3

	
	Supervised Study
	
	
	
	
	STU3

	
	Specialist Study
	
	
	
	
	STS3
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